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ACT 1: BEOWULF & GRENDEL

Scene 1

LOUIS MANDER (b.1984)

Libretto by Nick Pitts-Tucker
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Scene 3: Seafarers' song
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BEOWULF: "Come Freawara, beautiful child,

Come, Freawara, sit by my side."

FREAWARA: "Lord Beowulf, the honour is mine indeed
So let me fill your cup with mead.
By your side I will sit...but your time's not come!
I'll take Ingeld the Heathobard to my bed and my home."
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Scene 9: Grendel's attack
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Scene 2: Grendel's Mother attacks Heorot
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BEOWULF: "Unserth, be thanked for your good sword Hrunting.
With this in my hand there'll be good hunting!"
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The hunt for Grendel's Mother
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56

W] 2 RN (WL 2 RN N[ 2
N N N N N o
o s m - Dmur m - A m - Dmur m ~ &N m ALY Y A
o~ 2 N 2 2 N 2 o2
N N N N N N
- || 5 - AN 5 - AN 5 - N 5 e || B L ﬂm
o~ N N BN N qq/J [ =
ey
-4 || B - NN 5 - Ay E NN 5 e || B . L
AN R BN R BN . N . o . N
=] =] =] =] =] an
| 3 G fm N - AN 3 ~enN || 3 Teee- TN
IDJJVH#\V ~ om1mmm| ~ vmmmlr =4 S e A~ ..ﬂnfllll ~ .HmW
o1
gL L1
I I I I I
"8y
o HH L H L SEER o
= =
Il Il
N I
£ £
= =
~— ~—
= =
£ £
S | " 1 " " S
E =}
S S
5 5
2 2
o o pmJ -
A R A A
i e e LN len
. - < . -
-\ O Os G- N
= S 2 5 2 g
< = = o I
W = A (] m =
o o = =%
(5] ]
m n



Bwif.

Pno.

57
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MINSTREL: "Beowulf mailed in steel plunges after.
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Scene 4: Beowulf's Band pray for his return

FOLLOWER 1: "He's gone for good!"
FOLLOWER 2: "He surely drowned."
FOLLOWER 3:
FOLLOWER 4:

ALL: "Then let us pray for his return triumphant!"

"Nay nay, forget not . . .he is a fearless swimmer. He'll survive."

"He swam the sea for seven days. Slew serpents then."
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MINSTREL: "Still, silent, black, the waters stood.

No sound. No movement. Nothing could
Be told about the struggles down below.
Then bubbles burst upon the surface first.
The waters heaved. The serpents hissed and
Hurried to the side. A mighty shout . . .
And Beowulf the hero leapt right out!"

BEOWULF: "It's done! It's done! The troll is dead!

BAND:
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The fight is won. Here is Grendel's head!"
"What happened? Are you hurt? Where's Hrunting?"
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67

A fear - ful fight it was that fiend. did fightt My
Fast and pursuing .. =128
B b R T ‘ : ‘ T — > /
‘;-:__-;F____-r_-:l__l
[ —— ©
Pno. PP nervously
Yy HI5 < < < ‘ ‘ < < ——
i £ 1 z z i 1 1 z £ i 1
— — — —T o e T — — — o e
- h# - = b# o #i 4 - q# & o b# & #_’L q

13
Y
W%%
Bwif. [,'-u’ A A S S
L ! L4 ! | U ! | 4 ! 17 D] "4 ||
C r 4 7 r
life she near - ly took. H - runt-ing my sword bounced off her. Brokein a
| | | \
o D N I I N
y a5 ‘ N - )
Lo ~—————— Lo
N s S
) Ir) (% L% L% I ’ | < < L% I ’ |
/% e : ; T = z — [ .
— —T p— = o e T p— —T — ¥ fe
- I - She 87 O F - I - She F87 78

|
e

1/

thou - sand piec - es! All looked  lost. But then my rage  took flight,

P’ A ID K

y o — Cr— Cr— Cra— Cra— < I BN

&~ I VA & VA & 7 & VA & VA s I o1

Saae iz 'S

Pno. h% ? _

A = 1

7= [ E i —— | B e e B
— — — = o e o ©® &
< h# - < b# - fo %8 h# j # 7 o F 1



ser - ker's might!

ber

My bat - tle fu - ry gave. me

17

68

: Ay i
" (T i
e en 1 Qalll| 2 < L] <17
= (YOl i) | = == e
i ) = ™ , . N ST
! 4 _ _ il 1S
. K HH < L <[
v N uf%r ) . 1
|- 40 l ] =
1A . L1 - _ u N
|| Z ' ol L
B " g
il n a2 | 13 S IR RUA- T il it
= [T % AN AN
=S | ' '
Primi - | L] \\A_lv_
~ A . ' '
ha N E ! e Tl N
h - - H 2o 5 f0 ! i
_ S <] = S_1 il 1LY
N 1B = LT S = - -
g H Lm_ao S S
e (U e i [
™ 2 gl 1l % b
1 ax
EN . Y e
" N 2 -y i sl 1R
§oR1 || e a
..ﬂlm!\q ' _ E==
» R XX
I § .EE %
9] - He - |
I M £ I - o 1l
Ity A . = =
H < w -4l 19
A8 ™ — Q| o~ [ B = =
N o in A= -6/ EN
1 ot - A E o
i Wl E 11 SN E e 14
1] u - L .
h = - ~e\ 8 -4 BN
N > M =
™ © > H.w.l
7 . ™~ ™ = 1
) B B hs
o e N - el e
ey % Q| =
4+ ..IV/ B ==
AR Ml 3 (i i
Ry ° ol
. M s - i
T E - 2 WL
AL 2 < ~ - A3 < -
LN i f o~ R LN = quD LN
BN BN N . N LN . N
~ ~ ~ - <N P
n N 2 N . n. N M , N N
: = : = :
~ // 2 ~ // 2 ~

Burnt up the sword. I

IBK 2

Y 11

ing blood burst from her bo-dy.

freely
Boil

With restraint J =86
With restraint J =86

L D)

—~
~
~

2
3

[ fan 1
rax
hal KU/
7

22

Bwif, [ )0
N

Pno.



Pno.

69

lived, I swam  with Gren - del's head up through the wat-ers! All__ s said.

|
Y, o - - 6 -
&2 8
D))
1> O/ - - 6 -
V4 Pl-,: 8

BEOWULF'S BAND: "So gods be praised . . . Freia ... Woden . . . Lord Jesus . . . Mighty Thor!
Beowulf lives. He's back. The world will be in awe!"



Scene 5: Marching song

70
i Jubilantly .. = ¢.86
r )¢ # _fj’ } — KT
SOpranO ANIY4 (o) 1 II. Al | 1 | ) | \/\ 1 ‘ 78 = :
[ \ \ r 17 ! r '
To H -roth-gar's hall wecome! Our her-o'sdu - ty
O 4 # fp R | \
Alto F— e
AN (o) 1 II' = I 1 I D] I \/\ 1
\ \ r 17 ‘ r— '
To H -roth-gar's hall wecome! Our her-o'sdu - ty
[ 4 # _fP | N
Tenor F——» i :
SV O 1 ul I 1 I D] I \/\ 1
gQ \ \ yr 17 ‘ r i
To H -roth-gar's hall wecome! Our her-o'sdu - ty
m g Jd ") o o ® : |
Bass | 150 I I—e—/— I I y—r— ¥ & D qﬁﬂrf—ﬂ
\ O 1 ul 1 1 Y 1 i V i \V)I
To H -roth-gar's hall wecome! Our her-o'sdu - ty
Jubilantly <. = ¢.86
y #
Yl ~— Y o h i
o e | ¥ — q"quw; < <%
!§ ke 8 ‘\ 7 ‘DA\ VA 0 ‘DA\ VA ‘DA\ VA ‘\\A\ 7 } VA 7 ] /H‘ 7 | 7
Lok i i \u i \u ! ! !
Piano S defily pr
v
_ | | 2 | s
i e e e i
. < |
7
” 'fp N\ | \
— Lo N — = E——
S } / @ o | | 3} I 1T VA | | |
SV I I 1 I D] I 171 = ¥ 17 17 I Yy 11 1 1 1
D) \ \ yr— 17 ‘ r— '
done! The mon - ster's rud-dy gore is spat-tered on  the floor!
N4 S ‘ ‘
AT F——» RN q—ﬁﬂ—P‘H- S - i - i
A } VA N = I | I 1T / e 77 | |
SV I I 1 I D] I 171 e 17 I Yy 11 1 1 1
[Y) \ \ y 17 ! r '
done! The mon - ster's rud-dy gore is spat-tered on  the floor!
Jp ‘ ‘
—— a1 —r—1 - ]
T } / & o | | 3} I 1T / & 77 | |
SV I I 1 I D] I 171 i 17 I 1748 | 1 1 1
\ \ r— 17 ! r
done! The mon - ster's rud-dy gore is spat-tered on  the floor!
,fp/\ N
B 2| | I \/\ I Y 11 < & Y I 4 I L2 27 I - I bl I
R s == L == | |
N T \ v 7o
done! The mon - ster's rud-dy gore is spat-tered on  the floor!
: . ir S SN
< — e < \. < < M?‘FB < < ge < N < W o 1
G S ===t g =SS
5 o > ‘ ‘ ‘ o o o .
i \u \u LA 4 i
Pno. v f JE—
: ; | | = | s E | e g & v
™ I 7 #j 7 ﬂ 7 (P 7 j 7 7 ; 7 7 I 7 I I I I I %
| o & | | | - =
A A A




71

\

14
Wi JP b H S | , .
1 A I I N KT I | | ]
S SV | 11 | ] | \/\ 1 & ¥ 17 \/\ | Yy 11 DI | = 1
) \ \ A . I A ’ . e
The trolls have been de - feat - ed! Their ev - il's been de - let - ed! March! March!
0t Jp I ‘ .
b A v I | N N I ! ! ]
A ANS \ It \ D) — o ® 1 o— 1”4 - <€ o > 1
[Y) \ \ y 1 T ‘ 4 Y i
The trolls have been de - feat - ed! Their ev - il's been de - let - ed! March! March!
Ha« Jp PR | N .
b | T I I N N I | | ]
T ANI"4 | 11 | ] | U\ 1 & ¥ 17 U\ | Yy 11 DI | = 1
) \ \ v e T ! e e
The trolls have been de - feat - ed! Their ev - il's been de - let - ed! March! March!
I I ]
B : f T B w— . —
I I 17 [naf T I ]
N r ‘ v 1 1 % 1 \
The trolls have been de - feat - ed! Their ev - il's been de - let - ed! March! March!
. L b XY s E #.i E E
o = LT L ! WL T L > L. | !
y AW TN 20 >} 9] | 22 | 22 (7] E L2 ; o % -] (7] N 2 (22 N 7
[ O an WA N1 yA VA 1 [N 7 I 7 VA VA 7 7 VA N 7 VA N1 7
ANSY4 L P - g \ } \ } | — —
[ \u i \u ! i i
Pno. e P Y
- | T = | s
Al - 30Nt < # < 1l # < P < # < < < 7 < < < <
.4 1‘% 7 ‘ VA QI ‘ 7 ‘ 7 o 7 7 7 VA ‘ VA ‘ ‘ VA ‘ 7
< - f | f - f -
= i i i
20
) S
S e . — — N— K—— e — K—— N— < K]
[ fan Y| 7 | VA | | 7 | [ | VA | ] | 7 | ] | VA | ]
? e et e et e
March! March! War -riors to  the Mead Hall where wo - men sing your prais - es! And
A # < N— S e E—— K N— e e —— K—]
[ a0 Y VA I 7 [ I I I T I VA I T T I I I T I VA I T
? ® et ® ® ®
March! March! War -riors to  the Mead Hall where wo - men sing your prais - es! And
T # < N— S e E—— K N— e e —— K—]
[ a0 Y 7 I VA [ I I I T T I 7 I T I 7 I T I VA I T
§$ 'A e ® ® e e ® et et ® ® ® ®
March! March! War -riors to  the Mead Hall where wo - men sing your prais - es! And
‘) 4': ! f I I I
: = = = = =
B |7 — 7 e i —— T —* i — i —— s —= \\C|
I I "4 I 17 ] I 17 ] "4 I 17 I I I WA ]
N \ \ — 4 \ \ 4 \ f \ 4 \ \ 4
March! March! War -riors to  the Mead Hall where wo - men sing your prais - es! And
H Z
(%) 1 (%) 5
[ fan VA | N VA d
SV I o o
[ i
Pno. ‘ S
A
Uy
Eﬂ; g 9
I I ~V
1 o ©
i




March!
March!
March!
March!

March!
March!
March!
March!

March!
March!
March!
March!

rit. _

Il |
March!
Il |

] |
March!
March!
March!

Il |
¥
D

Il |

all!
all!
all!
all!

[}

to
to
to
to

Queens give gold

Queens give gold

Queens give gold

Queens give gold

25
()
\

) <

B

72

Pno.



Scene 6: Celebration and sad farewells
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WEALTHOW: "So take these gold armlets, gold collars, gold rings,
-~ And load your ship up with these golden things.
/ Mountains of treasure. Wealth. Glory. But is it all?
No. Honour is brighter than gold can be.
Wisdom far truer than riches. Let me
Wish you all happiness, love and a bride
To await you when home you ride."
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MINSTREL: "Loaded with gold and the praises of all
The warriors marched to their ship on the shore.
The watchman watched as he did before.
But Beowulf stopped and from his store
Of gold and armour picked out a sword."
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MINSTREL: "Ship's keel was heaved through the foaming brine.
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Scene 1: Hygd, Queen of the Geats
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Scene 2: The Dragon awakes
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BEOWULF: "Minstrel, your tale fills my heart with foreboding.
Some law has been broken. Our God is avoiding
His people. We've erred. Strong cause for reflection.
But this Dragon is on us. Time now for action!
Smith! Here, come, make me a shield
Forged out of iron to ward off the fire!
Hygd! Bring me my sword, sharp to the touch!
Wiglaf! Stand with me, though you haven't fought much!
Warriors Twelve, from old fight with me!
This Dragon we'll slay and come home safely!"
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Scene 3: Beowulf departs for the fight
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Scene 4: First fight with the Dragon

MINSTREL: "So Beowulf came to the Dragons barrow

Our hero snorted and let forth a bellow.

The Dragon soon heard and stirred in wrath
Stoked up his fires and cleared his path.
Sprang out upon Beowulf standing alone
Spewed fire, spouted flames, sweeping its tail,
Swatting the shield, spurning the sword.
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BEOWULF: "Wiglaf, Warriors, come help me now!
The flames of this brute are burning me how!"
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Scene 5: Second fight with the Dragon
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Final fight with the Dragon
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Scene 7: Beowulf's last words
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On that headland. let that my memorial be!
Here take this gold collar, gold helm, gold ring.
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Scene 8: Beowulf's passing
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