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Much broader q = 66
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MINSTREL: "Run fast as they can, they cannot catch the troll."
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MINSTREL: "Grendel's arm she takes with her . . . down . . . down . . . 

                           The dark water churns. The black waves heave.

                                 Boiling with blood. Red on black."
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MINSTREL: "Beowulf mailed in steel plunges after. 

                        Hrunting in his hand. Down . . . down all the day.

                        Serpents hiss and strike . . . in vain . . . at his coat of mail.

                        Down, down to their underwater hall."
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FOLLOWER 1: "He's gone for good!"

FOLLOWER 2: "He surely drowned."

FOLLOWER 3: "Nay nay, forget not . . .he is a fearless swimmer. He'll survive."

FOLLOWER 4: "He swam the sea for seven days. Slew serpents then."

ALL: "Then let us pray for his return triumphant!"
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Scene 4: Beowulf's Band pray for his return

&
b
b

∑ ∑

&

‹

b
b -

-

?

b
b ∑

3

&
b
b

U
, U

&
b
b

U
,

U

&

‹

b
b

U

, U

?

b
b

U
, U

Ó
œn

J

œ#

J

œ#

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

Œ

œn

œ

J

œ

J

œn

œ
œ

R

œ ™

J

œ œ œ

R

œn ™

J

˙ ™ w

Ó œn œ# œ# ˙# ™
œn

˙ ™ œ ˙n ˙
œ œn

˙ Œ œ
œ œ w

Œ
œ

œ# œ w#

˙<n> ™
œ ˙ ˙ œb œ ˙ Œ

œ
œb œ w

Œ
œ

œ œn w

˙<n> ™
œ ˙ ˙ œb

œb ˙ Œ œ
œ œ w

Œ
œn

œ œ w

˙<n> ™ œ ˙ ˙n

œ œ ˙b
Œ

œb œ
œ w

Œ

œ œ
œ w

=

66



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Bwlf.

Pno.

A

p
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Fast and pursuing q. = 128
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MINSTREL: "Still, silent, black, the waters stood.

                        No sound. No movement. Nothing could

                        Be told about the struggles down below.

                        Then bubbles burst upon the surface first.

                        The waters heaved. The serpents hissed and

                        Hurried to the side. A mighty shout . . .

                        And Beowulf the hero leapt right out!"

BEOWULF: "It's done! It's done! The troll is dead!

                       The fight is won. Here is Grendel's head!"

BAND:         "What happened? Are you hurt? Where's Hrunting?"
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years. H roth- gar- my lord is now moved to tears.
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And I, the Queen of this mead hall, start to weep for your go ing,-

Slowly with pathos q. = 52
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Frea.

Pno.

mp

Brave war ri- or,- Be o- wulf,- bold as brass. Strong as iron, but gen tle- as grass.

With nobility q = 96
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With nobility q = 96
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Your i mage- I'll hold in my heart when I wed, When I wed my own Lord Ing eld- and take

80

mp

Frea.

Bwlf.

Pno.
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gen tle- as grass. Your i mage- I'll hold in my heart when I
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Queen, My Prin cess- fair, Thanes, Thralls, and good folk here! The time has come for

Frea.

Bwlf.

Pno.

wed, When I wed my own Lord Ing eld- and

ff

take him to bed.
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me totake home my band of war ri ors, our task is done!
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Fare well- my Lord, Fare well- my Queen
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Bwlf.
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This high mead hall no more be seen. Bend to the shore! To our swift keeled ship!
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Low rumbling, belches, a hissing of steam, grumbling

BEOWULF: "Minstrel, your tale fills my heart with foreboding.

                       Some law has been broken. Our God is avoiding

                       His people. We've erred. Strong cause for reflection.

                       But this Dragon is on us. Time now for action!

                       Smith! Here, come, make me a shield

                       Forged out of iron to ward off the fire!

                       Hygd! Bring me my sword, sharp to the touch!

                       Wiglaf! Stand with me, though you haven't fought much!

                       Warriors Twelve, from old fight with me!

                       This Dragon we'll slay and come home safely!"
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MINSTREL: "So Beowulf came to the Dragons barrow

Our hero snorted and let forth a bellow.

The Dragon soon heard and stirred in wrath

Stoked up his fires and cleared his path.

Sprang out upon Beowulf standing alone

Spewed fire, spouted flames, sweeping its tail,

Swatting the shield, spurning the sword.
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BEOWULF: "Wiglaf, Warriors, come help me now!

                       The flames of this brute are burning me how!"
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WARRIORS (all): "Watch out! " Run, run! I'm burnt . . . on fire! " O gods! "Save us!"
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MINSTREL: "So his warriors fled, running away

                        In fear to the forest. But Wiglaf did stay.

                        Young. Fearless. Strong. A true warrior's son."
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God knows a man from a man. This is the time for a true man to stand by his lord. Face the
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flames. Kill the foe. Be o- wulf,- my Lord, you are not a lone!-
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Scene 5: Second fight with the Dragon
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Beowulf's sword snaps in the fight
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MINSTREL: "Naegling SNAPPED! The old sword failed him.

                        Beowulf's great strength betrayed him."
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A third time charged the fu ri- ous- dra gon.- Be o- wulf- sword less,- sheild burned,

With alacrity q. = 116
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With alacrity q. = 116
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hud dled.- Wig laf- scorched but stan ding- by him strug gled.- lunged
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the mon ster,- teeth like har rows-
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Be o- wulf's- neck crunched right to the mar row.- Poi son- flowed in the pain was in tense.-
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Be o- wulf- had no more de fence.- But

p

Wig laf- plunged his sword in its
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Scene 6: Final fight with the Dragon
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bel ly- up to the hilt in that foe most ha ted.- Strick

f

en- now
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the drag on- sank slow ly- while the flames from his throat a ba- ted.-
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o- wulf- still liv ing- drew out his small knife and took from thebrute his breath ing- life. Two
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kins men,- two her oes- in death's dark vale stood firm to ge- ther- and so pre vailed.
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But the poi son- still dripped from- the drag on's- jaws. Dripped in to- his veins.
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Be o- wulf's- cause was lost from then the harsh est- of laws spell doom for
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the vic tim- of pois oned- blood. Be o- wulf- tot tered- for ward- slumped back the Lord of the
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Geats had reached the end of his road. As Wig laf- washed the blood caked hands drew
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BEOWULF: "Thank God for these treasures you've brought me just now.

                        Wiglaf . . . I've given my life to bring gold to the Geats. See how

                         You too must serve my people instead,

                         Protect them all and my good Queen Hygd!

                         I'm not long for this life. When I'm done, take command.

                         Lead the Queen and the thanes . . . set the Thralls in hand."
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Scene 7: Beowulf's last words
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BEOWULF: "A barrow set up o'erlooking the sea

                       On that headland. let that my memorial be!

                       Here take this gold collar, gold helm, gold ring.

                       They are all that is left of your dying king.

                       Warriors, seafarers, thanes and Thralls

                       When their time comes . . . I must follow them all."
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Beowulf dies. Too late the cowardly rabble of Warriors return to the scene.
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Scene 8: Beowulf's passing
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soon turn ing- to ash es.- I keen for re nown-
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High round the he ro- the hel mets- and shields. High round the bo dy- his shi ning-

Gold get ter,- gold giv er,-

Gold get ter,- gold giv er-
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and his dar ing- deeds.
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