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Trustees’ Annual Report 

for the period 1 January to 31 December 2017 

Reference and administration details 

Charity name 
Cantata Dramatica 

Registered charity number 
Cantata Dramatica was registered as a charity on 28 July 2014 with registered charity 
number 1158027. 

Charity’s principal address 
Red Hill Barn, Church Hill, Forest Hill, Oxford OX33 1EG 

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 
Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole year 
Nick Pitts-Tucker Chairman 
Julia Stutfield Treasurer 
Virginia Goode Secretary 

Structure, governance and management 

Type of governing document 
Constitution, adopted 1 February 2012, (with one minor revision, dated 10 April 2014) 

How the charity is constituted 
All activities are managed by the trustees.  

Trustee selection methods 
Trustees are appointed or reappointed annually at the annual general meeting. 
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Objectives and activities 

Summary of the objects of the charity set out in its governing document 
1. to advance, improve, develop and maintain public education in, and appreciation of, 
the art and science of music in all its aspects by any means the trustees see fit, including 
through the commissioning of new works and presentation of public concerts and recitals; 

2. to further such charitable purpose or purposes as the trustees in their absolute 
discretion shall think fit but in particular through the making of grants and donations 

Summary of the main activities undertaken for the public benefit in relation to these 
objects 

In planning our activities for the year we kept in mind the Charity Commission’s guidance on 
public benefit.  The focus of our activities is to commission accessible new music, particularly 
music that tells a story.  We also aim to present the music in such a way that it can be 
appreciated by an audience hearing it for the first time. 

Achievements and performance 

Summary of the main achievements of the charity during the year 

Introduction 
The highlight of the year was two performances of Danyal Dhondy’s Shahrazad at Leighton 
House Museum, Kensington. The performances were filmed professionally and edited into a 
promotional video for the website. 

In November we did a professional recording of our 2016 commission, Solfa Carlile’s ‘Three 
Byzantine Hymns’ (subsequently re-named to ‘Between Sea and Sky’).  This was financed by 
a generous donation from a sponsor.  The recording is available on the Cantata Dramatica 
website. 

Commissions 
Work towards our two major commissions for 2017 actually began with a meeting at the 
Department of History, Durham University on 10 February 2016 to discuss approaches to 
creating a script for a cantata about the Life of St Cuthbert.  The script was to be produced 
by Nick Pitts-Tucker in collaboration with Dr Charlie Rozier, as part of a Cultural Engagement 
Project with funding from the Arts and Humanities Research Council.  The meeting was a 
success and the initial draft script was completed in June 2016.  Cantata Dramatica then 
approached Solfa Carlile to write the cantata and the piece was well under way by the end of 
2017. 

In parallel with this, we also embarked on discussions with James Burton, an established 
composer published by Edition Peters, about the possibility of a short piece also inspired by 
St Cuthbert, which we could partner with the Cuthbert cantata.  James Burton chose to 
collaborate with Dr Venetia Bridges in the English Department at Durham University and 
together they produced a text centred on the story of Cuthbert and the Sea Otters.  This 
commission is also well under way and will be ready in early 2018. 
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Both commissions will be premiered at the Durham Vocal Festival which takes place in late 
January/early February.  The initial plan was to do it in 2018 but this has now been 
postponed to 2019. 

Performances 
Shahrazad 

Our only public performances in 2017 were a fully staged production of Danyal Dhondy’s 
Shahrazad in the spectacular surroundings of Leighton House Museum in Kensington with 
Director Nina Brazier.  Leighton House is the former home of the Victorian artist Frederic, 
Lord Leighton (1830–1896) and it is one of the most remarkable buildings of the nineteenth 
century.  Designed to Leighton’s precise requirements, the house grew into a ‘private palace 
of art’, featuring the extraordinary Arab Hall with its golden dome, intricate mosaics and 
walls lined with beautiful Islamic tiles.  Our performance began with musicians playing in the 
Arab Hall and moved upstairs to Leighton’s atmospheric Studio.  We had full houses on both 
nights and there is a short film on our website containing interviews with the director, 
librettist, composer and singers, together with short extracts from the live performances. 

We also invited students from the University of Surrey Tonmeister course to record one of 
the performances of Shahrazad.  This prestigious course requires students to get as much 
experience of live recording as possible and it was a valuable experience for them. 

Between Sea and Sky and Patrick’s Hymn from the Life of Cuthbert 

Our professional recording of Solfa Carlile’s Between Sea and Sky was funded by a generous 
donation from one of our longstanding supporters.  It took place in All Saints Church, 
Headington, in the presence of the composer.  We also took the opportunity to record a 
choral arrangement of one of the movements from Solfa’s Life of Cuthbert which we then 
sent as a promotional tool and learning aid to the organiser of Durham Vocal Festival, who 
planned to programme it in 2018. 

Performers 
Shahrazad 

Our performances of Shahrazad were all in partnership with Opera Vera, a professional 
opera company based in London.  The singers and players were all engaged by Opera Vera 
who also recommended Nina Brazier, a talented young director. 

Between Sea and Sky 

The Musical Director for our recording of Between Sea and Sky was James Potter, a young 
conductor who had previously worked with us as a singer in 2012.  The singers were all 
young professionals from Oxford and London. 

Marketing and Promotion 
We are extremely grateful to our ‘in-house’ designer, Miranda Latham-Jackson, who 
continues to do work for us ‘pro bono’.  Once again, most of her attention was focused on 
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the programmes and the programme for Shahrazad was particularly eye-catching.  PDFs of 
all our programmes are to be found on our website. 

Financial review 

Assets and depreciation 
The major asset acquired during this financial year, was the score of Shahrazad.  This has 
been depreciated over 4 years on a straight-line basis.  We also purchased a recording of 
Between Sea and Sky and a promotional video for Shahrazad.  The scores of our two 
Cuthbert projects are partially finished but are not due to be finally invoiced for until 2018 
so they feature in the accounts as ‘Work in Progress’. 

The Income and Expenditure account shows a surplus for the year of £20,165 which 
translates to a profit of £5,372 after depreciation.  The surplus is held in order to meet 
planned costs for an event early in 2018 (note: this has now been postponed to early 2019).  
The Balance Sheet shows a healthy overall surplus of £25,814 to carry forward to 2016. 

Brief statement of the charity’s policy on reserves 
Cash at Bank on 31 December 2017 was £10,544.  The surplus funds are held in order to 
meet any unforeseen expenditure that may occur, for example an unbudgeted loss on a 
concert or recital.  We generally aim to hold at least £1,000 and no more than £5,000 in 
reserves at the year end.  However, the situation at the end of 2017 is unusual in that we 
have budgeted for a major event in Durham at the beginning of 2018 but this has recently 
been postponed to February 2019. 

Details of any funds materially in deficit 
Not applicable 
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Declaration

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

Full name(s)

Position (e.g.

secretary, chair etc.)

w

Nick Pitts-Tucker
Chair

iu^4 C,rA4
Virginia Goode
Secretary

Julia Stutfield
Treasurer
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