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quasi warming up

Danyal Dhondy
PROLOGUE

Shahrazad

Nicholas Pitts-Tucker

Storyteller:
RAP! RAP! RAP!.......

In the name of Allah the compassionate, the merciful! Come Believers and listen.
 Tonight you will hear the last of the 1001 Nights tales..the last three tales told by Shahrazad to save her life. 
Each night she enchanted King Shahryar with wit and wisdom, humour and wonder, terrors and miracles. 

Each morning the King stayed her execution.  For just one more story. 
Now the 999th night has come...and she knows that she is running out of time. 

Once more she tunes her voice, her instrument of magic and emotions....
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that gol den voice... Spreads gold ac ross- my court yards.

&

&‹ ∑ 3

&

? ∑
.

& ∑ ∑

&‹ ∑
Then softly to himself

3

& ∑

?
. . .

5

& ∑ ∑ ∑

&‹
& . . .

.
.

3? .

œ ™ œb œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Œ

œ ™ œb œb œ œb œ œb œ œ œ ˙b Œ

Œ œ œ œ œb œ œb œ œb œ ‰ ™ œb r œb œ œ œ ™

œœœbb J
œœœ œœœ œœœJ

˙̇̇ ™™™ œœœbb
j
œœœ œœœ œœœ

j
˙̇̇ ™™™

˙
˙ ™™ ˙

˙ ™™ Œ Œ ‰ fiœr œb
j

œ ™ œb œb œ œb œ œb œb œ œ ˙b Œ

˙ œ œ œ œ œ Œ ‰ ™ œR œ œ œ œb

œœœb
j
œœœ œœœ œœœ

j
˙̇̇ ™™™ fiœr œbJ ‰ Œ Œ

Œ œ œ œb œ œ
Œ Œ ‰ fiœr œb

j Œ œœœb J
œœœ œœœ œœœJ

˙̇̇ ™™™

‰ œbJ œb œ œ ‰ œb j œ œ œb œ œ œ œ Œ Œ

œ œb œ œb ‰ Œ ‰ ™ œb œ œ œb œ œ ≈ Œ Œ Œ œ œ ≈ ‰ ‰ œ œ
≈

˙̇̇bb ™™™ ˙̇̇bb ™™™ œœœ œ œ ≈ ‰ ‰ œ œ ≈

=

=

3



°

¢

{
°¢

{
°¢

{
°¢

{

Shah.
(Sop)

Shar.
(Ten)

Pno.

31

A voice of gold more pre cious- than un spea- king- gold it self.-

Shah.
(Sop)

Pno.

To

p

night O glo ri- ous- King is the nine hun- drdth- andnine ty- ninth night. I take a

Un poco meno mosso, with freedom (q = 63) 

C34

Un poco meno mosso, with freedom (q = 63) C

Shah.
(Sop)

Pno.

tale from the Win dow- on the gar den- of his t'ry.- A tale of Ha roun- al Ra shid,-

37

Shah.
(Sop)

Pno.

Ca liph, Al lah's- ru ler- on earth. A tale hard to be lieve- were it not true.
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Haroun is at play. At play in his harem. With Zubeidah, his favourite harem companion.
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(Mez)

Pno.

Vc.

white shines laugh ter.- White

f

joy I am my lords!
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Jaf.
(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

White joy in deed Zu bei- - dah.- Well sung, well im pro vised.- - Oh Ca liph,-

Recit. ( q = 72, straight)

F
128
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p p

Recit. ( q = 72, straight)

F
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Pno.

this is my song to night.- The song of La ven- der:-
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44 34

44 34

44 34

44 34
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I

p dolce

am no ci ty- flower.

q = 66

G
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ppp una corda

q = 66
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Jaf.
(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

Foo lish- talk es capes- me. I grow in
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ø ø ø
Jaf.

(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

de sert- - dust, lo ving- not men, but man.
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The Song of Lavender
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Cl.

Pno.

No

p

slave, no ci ty- dwel ler- tou

mf

ches- me.

Poco mosso, accel. rit. 
142
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tre corde mf

Poco mosso, accel. rit. 
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Jaf.
(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

I
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dwell in the was ted- heat of A ra- bi- a.-

Faster, Quasi Recit. (q = 100)145
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Faster, Quasi Recit. (q = 100)
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Cl.

Pno.

bees, ga zelles- and bit ter- ab sinthe- A free girl,
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(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

lust seeks me not but the wild ri der- seeks me
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ø ø ø

Jaf.
(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

In

p

the val leys when the mor ning- breeze kis ses- me, near to the

Poco mosso 
accel. 
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tre corde

Poco mosso accel. 
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wine of me Al
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lah!- Al

p

lah- - E ven- ca mel- boys,

A tempo q = 66
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ppp

A tempo q = 66

Jaf.
(Ten)

Cl.

Pno.

tel ling- of me, for get- their oaths!

rit. 165

rit. 
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Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

Ja

mf freely

far,- well picked! Well sung! I can not- do with out- you e ven- for one

Recit. q = 76I
168

Recit. q = 76I

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

eve ning!- But now it's the turn of a -

171

p docle, freely

Abb.
(Sop)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.
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no ther- whom I can not- do with out.- The

p
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cresc.

nest- sin ger- in all of Bagh-
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?
(applause)
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(B-Bar)

Pno.
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dad... my own sis ter- Ab bas- sa.- Ja

mf appasionato

far...- You

p cresc.

ø ø ø ø ø

Abb.
(Sop)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.
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know her voice, and soon... But

mp

first let her sing!

f dim.

ø ø ø ø
p

ø

Abb.
(Sop)

Pno.

My

mp

song, my lords... is

p

the song of the swan

Poco meno q = 66
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Poco meno q = 66

24 68

24 68

24 68
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and picks a song from the jar.
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(stagger hand leaps with pedal for continuous sound)

3 3 3

3 3

? œ œj

œ
œ œ œ œ

& ∑ ∑

? 3

& ∑
3

3 3
3

? œ#
œ# œ# œ# œ# œ

&
###3 3 3 3

& ∑ ∑ ###

? ∑ ∑ ###

œ# ‰ œ œ# œ œ ≈ œR œ œ ‰ Œ ‰ ‰ ≈ œbR œb ‰ œbJ

œ# œ# œ#
˙̇
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(Sop)

Ob.
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mp grazioso

tress- of my de sires,-
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Calm,
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fi dent, my li ly- ben -
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tect us from the bolts of the sky And
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herds man.- So strong. So
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Ak.
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king dom!- But what is the source of your hap pi- ness?-
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Your herd of buf fa- loes were left a lone,- all
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bea ten- and be set- by flies. But now a cle ver- herds man- keeps them.
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good!
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And
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first all went well for Al mond- and Jas mine.-
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By day he ten ded- buf fa- loes- in the fields, by
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sent him de li- cious- di shes- in the day: Pi
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ho ney- cakes.- But then one day her wic ked- un cle- passed them by...
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wood? Speak herds man..- or you will pay for your thei ving!-
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Why
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sir, please help your self.- Eat your
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fill, here

Tempo di recitativo (più mosso) R318

Foo

f
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I know your game! For shame Give me that dish!
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Con moto h = 80 (Recitativo) 
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And if you must, your song bird- you may kill!
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Ha roun's- wrath andmer
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ci- less- re venge.- Tell
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it well so that your end
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fate post poned.- See
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how she takes the coal,
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Largamente (q = 66)
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Zub.
(Mez)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

My

mf

lord! My lord! The

mp

guar di- an- of our ha rem- is too

Moderato un poco agitato h = 80
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Moderato un poco agitato h = 80
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strict. That
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hides our keys!
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Zub.
(Mez)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

Du
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ty- you say... du ty...- pah!
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If
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he tru ly- cared a bout- du ty-
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du ty- then!
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Zub.
(Mez)

Har.
(B-Bar)
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then he would do some thing- a bout- the do ings- in your ha rem...- Ja
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far's- do ings!-
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Zub.
(Mez)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

No

p

rid dles- here. Ja far- is see ing- your sis ter- ev 'ry- night

A tempo (h = 66) accel. 
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ha rem?-

pp cresc.

A tempo (h = 66) accel. 
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Zub.
(Mez)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

ev

mf espress.

'ry- night he comes, they have a child. What bet ter- proof is
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Zub.
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Har.
(B-Bar)
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that?

(h = 90) accel. sempre91

And
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Shah.
(Sop)

Zub.
(Mez)

Pno.

Ha

p dolce

roun- boiled in side- but

Quasi recit Andante q = 70F97

Well,

p with suspense

Ha roun,- why not ask his fa ther?-

Quasi recit Andante q = 70F
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(Sop)
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hid his wrath. He led the Hajj as Ca liph,- a long slow jour ney- to
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Mec ca- There
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he left his ca ra- van and went to

102

pp

Shah.
(Sop)

Pno.

seek the child.
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now. Wrath
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cur dled- his brains in si lence...-
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On
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the Hajj was Yah ya,- Ja far's- pa rent.-
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Yah.
(Bar)

Pno.

O
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God my sins are a migh ty- num ber,- which
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Yah.
(Bar)

Har.
(B-Bar)
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none but you may count! If
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pu nish- ment- must
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Har.
(B-Bar)
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be let it be in
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This king dom- must be cleansed
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(Bar)
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(B-Bar)
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this world not the next. Take
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my hea ring,- my sight, my
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Yah.
(Bar)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

O
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God! if
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in deed- you need to pu nish- me, pu

mp

nish- me, then take
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Such de file

f

- ment!- Now

mp

wash a way- the dirt

Yah.
(Bar)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

a ny- one of us, but

p

not Jafar I pray. O

ff

God!
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with

mf

your sweet blood. wash,

mp

wash

(mf) p ff

Yah.
(Bar)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

How

f

dare I ask you a ny- such thing?
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Yah.
(Bar)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

if

mf

it please you take Ja far- too.
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dirt with your sweet blood.

cresc. f

pp

Shah.
(Sop)

Pno.

Ha

mf

roun- knew all. But said no thing.- Re turned- home with the
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Shah.
(Sop)

C. A.

Pno.

Hajj. Stopped short in the de sert- be fore- Bagh dad- and went a lone.-
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Grave q = 80I
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Har.
(B-Bar)

C. A.

Pno.

That

p

I am som bre- and most spare of

Quasi recit.151

Quasi recit.
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(B-Bar)

C. A.

Pno.

words the most si lent- a mong the birds.

157

p

p

32 34

32 34

32 34

32 34

24 34 34

24 34 34

24 34 34

24 34 34

34

34

34

34

& ∑3 3 3

& ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑

. . . . . . . .

œj
‰
œj œ œ œ œb œ œ œb œ œn œ œ œ œ Œ Œ

œ ™ œj œ œ ˙ œj ‰

fi
œ

j ˙ ™ ˙ ™

Œ ‰ œj œ œ œb œ ‰ œb j œj œ œj

œ ™ œj œ œ œ ˙ œ ™ œj œ œ œ ™ ‰ Œ

fi
œ

j ˙ ™ ˙ ™ fi
œ

j ˙ ™ œ ™ ‰ Œ

œ Œ ≈ œ œ œj œb œj œ ™ œ œ Œ Œ

œ ™ œj œ œ ˙ œj ‰ œ ™ œj œ œ

Œ

œ
˙
œ ™ œj ˙̇ ™ ‰ œj

˙ ™œ
œœ œœ
œ Œ œœ

œ
œœ
œ œœœ

œœœ Œ
œœœ
œœœ

=

=

110



°¢

{
°¢

°¢

{
°¢

°¢

{
°¢

Har.
(B-Bar)

C. A.
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My

p

eyes' fierce
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an
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ger- hid den- with a hood Ko ran
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- says to veil the eyes
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is good My

molto accel. 
168

f

pp

molto accel. 

Har.
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ger- ri pens- in my hoo ded- night. My peo ple- will bear
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(B-Bar)

C. A.

Pno.

wit ness- to mymight. No mer cy- here for sin ners- with such stains. In the
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sub. mp dolce

breath of Al lah- this

rit. 187
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rit. 
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(B-Bar)
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Ca liph- reigns.
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Shah.
(Sop)

C. A.

Pno.

Ha

p

roun- re turned- to his par ty.- And sent a mes sage- to Yah ya,- Ja far's- fa ther-

q = 60
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(Sop)
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On a boat sai ling- on the great Eu phra- tes...-
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(B-Bar)
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In

p dolce

the name of Al lah- the com pas- sio- nate,- themer ci- ful!
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When you cast eyes on this let ter,- if you are stan ding...- sit!
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(B-Bar)

Pno.

And if you're sit ting...- stand. Yah ya,- come close I have
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Har.
(B-Bar)
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sent for you in a mat ter- so se cret- That
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if the but ton- of my
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sub, pp

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

shirt knew it, I would cut it off, and throw it in the ri ver...-
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Har.
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Go...
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go this in stant- to the cit ty- of Peace. Go

cresc.

to the house where your
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mf cresc.
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Pno.

son and Ab bas sa- lie. Wait, Wait for my com mand- and when it

227

f mf

Jaf.
(Ten)

Har.
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mf lontano

Ca liph,- you have re turned!- I made a feast rea dy- for you!

M
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Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.
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Jaf.
(Ten)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

O Ca liph,- I have no taste for these

237

stay, drink, and be mer ry.-

Jaf.
(Ten)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

things if you're not there.
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By
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God, you will feast and you will drink if I

(sempre p)

Har.
(B-Bar)

Pno.

tell you.
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Har.
(B-Bar)
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Yah

p

ya,- it is time. No man e scapes.-
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For

p

there is no wis dom- in that man

Chorus

Pno.

wis dom- in that man

pp
rit. 

70

in that man wis dom- in that man

pp

wis dom- in that man

pp

man wis dom- in that man

pp

For there is no wis dom- in that man.

pp

rit. 

24

24

24

24

24

24

24

& ∑

& ∑

&‹ ∑

? ∑

?

&

?

&
U

&
U

&‹
U

? U

? ∑ U

&

?

Œ ‰ œ# j œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ# ˙#

œ# œ# ˙ ˙ œ Œ Œ œ# œ

œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ# œ ˙ œ Œ

œ<#> Œ Œ Œ ‰ œ#J
œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ#

Œ Œ ‰ œ# j œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ ˙# ˙

˙# ™ ˙ ˙# ˙ ˙#

˙<#> ™ ˙# ˙ ˙# ˙

Œ œ# œ œ# œ# œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ# œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

œ# œ œ# œ# ˙# ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

œ# ™ ‰ œ# œ œ# œ# ˙# ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

˙<#> Œ ‰ œ# j œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ# œ# ˙#

˙<#> ˙# ˙ ˙# ˙ ˙ ˙

˙# ˙ ˙# ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

=
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